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Wednesday, October 8, 1997

Traffic stop results in 3-car crash

(Photos: At left, this Mercury was hit by a Sheriff's Office vehicle
Tuesday. Police say a sheriff's office lieutenant was trying to make a
routine traffic stop when the Mercury pulled in front of his car. At right,
police say Lt. George McLain had activated his lights and sirens and was
traveling the posted speed limit when he collided with another motorist
Tuesday. Below right, McClain, center, talks on a cellular phone while a
paramedic bandages his arms, which were injured when his air bag
deployed. News Herald Photos: Vern Miller.)

Driver of car turned out to be wrong man after all

TROY ESPE
The News Herald

A Bay County Sheriff's Ofice
unmar ked squad car was invol ved
in a three-car collision Tuesday
during a routine traffic stop.

Headi ng west bound on 11th
Street, BCSO Lt. GCeorge
McLain, traveling in an
unmar ked patrol car, was
pul ling over a notorist about
11: 25 a.m Tuesday near
Redwood Avenue, according
to police. The vehicle he
was pul ling over resenbl ed
a car being sought in
connection with a drive-by
shooting | ast week, police
sai d.

McLain had activated his
squad car's siren and bl ue
I'ight and was traveling the
posted 35 nph speed limt
when a Mercury headi ng
nort hbound on Redwood
Avenue pulled in front of him according to the
Panama City Police Departnent.
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"It was a routine traffic stop,” PCPD Sgt. Randy
Squire said. "The other wonman apparently didn't
hear the siren. The deputy hit her and pushed her
into a city truck."

A city truck was stopped on the north side of 11th
Street on Redwood Avenue when the Mercury
collided with it.
"When he hit her, | was like, “Oh God, don't hit
" " city worker M chael Lonbardi said.
A passenger in the Mercury, 84-year-old Annie
VWi tehurst, was treated in the energency room at
Bay Medical Center. She was listed in good
condition Tuesday night. MlLain was treated on the
scene for air-bag burns. Lonmbardi sustained mnor
i njuries.

Whi tehurst was lifted on a stretcher into an
anbul ance. The passenger side of the Mercury was
caved in, and one of its rear tires was broken off.
The front of the unmarked squad car was smashed
in, its blue light still flashing. The city truck's front
tire dug into the ground.

"It's alittle bit of T-bone action," Lonmbardi said.
"The | ady was conming across north and the deputy
hit her. She was between the deputy and the Chevy
I npala (wanted car)."

The man who was pulled over turned out not to
be a suspect in last week's drive-by shooting, police
said. The man said police had stopped his car
previ ously because of its simlarity to the wanted
car.

"It's a car that |ooks like that but it wasn't who we
were | ooking for," Squire said.

On Sept. 30, Jereni ah Eugene Beazl ey, 20, of
Fl ori da Avenue, allegedly fired 15 shots al ong the
900 bl ock of Cone Avenue. Beazley allegedly was
trying to kill a 20-year-old man but hit cars and
houses al ong the bl ock while pedestrians were
present, police said. A $550,000 bond has been set
for Beazley's arrest.
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